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Economy Overview
The Moroccan economy is the fifth largest economy in Africa. Since independence, 
Morocco has succeeded in achieving positive GDP growth year-on-year. 

With a GDP amounting to US$104 
billion (US$3018 per capita in 2013), the 
Moroccan economy is the fifth largest 
economy in Africa. Since independence, 
Morocco has succeeded in achieving 
positive GDP growth year-on-year. 

Since 2004, the Moroccan economy’s 
growth rate fluctuated between 2.7% 
and 7.8%, which is a good indicator 
amid the many economic challenges the 
country is facing. 

The economic and the geopolitical 
conditions of its neighboring countries 
has affected Morocco’s economic 
growth. The Euro Zone’s economic 
hardships have directly impacted 
Moroccan exports, foreign investments, 
incoming remittances from Moroccan 
expats, and the tourism sector. 

The country is rich in natural and 
agricultural resources and has a plethora 
of touristic attractions. Morocco’s 
favorable geographical location gives it 
an advantage in terms of links with 
European markets. 

Over the past two decades, the 
Moroccan government has sought to 
promote economic growth through a 
range of infrastructure projects covering 
multiple sectors. In addition, the 

government has also signed free trade 
agreements with the United States, 
European Union, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, 
Tunisia, and countries in the West 
African Economic and Monetary Union 
(UEMOA). 

Industrial Sector: The industrial sector 
contributes about 35% to Morocco’s 
total GDP. Moroccan industries are 
advanced, diverse and enjoy a good 
reputation. Morocco is the largest 
producer of phosphoric acid in the 
world, accounting for 46% of total world 
production. Pharmaceutical industries 
cover 90% of domestic demand and 
also export to many African and 
European countries. The rest of the 
pharmaceutical domestic demand is 
met with imports from other countries, 
especially France. 

As for petrochemicals, the Sidi Kacem 
and the Mohammedia refineries are two 
of the largest refineries in Africa. 
Morocco is also one of the biggest 
textile exporters to EU countries. In 
addition, the country exported over 
400,000 cars annually in 2011, and has 
facilities for manufacturing and building 
planes and ships, its cement industry 
has also developed quickly due to 
large-scale housing projects.

Area

710,850 square kilometres
Population

31,961 million
Economic growth rate 

2.7 %
GDP per capita

$ 3108
Key Sectors Contributing to the GDP

Industry:     35%
Agriculture: 17%
Trade:         11%
Tourism:     18%
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Agriculture: Agriculture is an important 
sector in Morocco, employing 40% of the 
country’s total workforce and 
contributing 17% of its GDP. The total 
area of arable land is estimated to be 
95,000 square kilometers. Some of the 
most important agricultural products are 
wheat, barley, corn, vegetables, lentils 
and beans, especially fava beans.  

Citrus fruit and olive production are also 
important contributors to the 
agricultural sector. Morocco is the 
seventh largest producer of olive oil in 
the world, and it exports a significant 
volume of its fruit and vegetable 
produce. 

The Moroccan government has launched 
the Green Morocco Plan, which aims to 
raise agricultural production, attract 
large investments, increase the area of 
irrigated lands, and develop rural 
infrastructure. 

Trade Sector: Domestic trade constitutes 
nearly 11% of the GDP and employs over 
1.2 million people - which is 12.8% of the 
total workforce. 

Morocco is ranked 97 among 185 
countries in the World Bank’s Business 
Environment Report. The country’s 
growth has been coupled by a 23.5% 
increase in direct foreign investment 
revenues. Annual levels of foreign direct 
investments are also continuously rising, 
but are yet to reach the US$3 billion 
mark that was achieved in 2001. 

Tourism: Morocco’s tourism sector has 
registered positive growth over the past 
few years. With over 10 million visitors 
coming to the country in 2013, the 
sector’s contribution to national GDP 
that year was 18.7%. Thanks to the 
Kingdom’s successful policies aimed at 
boosting the country’s appeal with a 
view to making it one of the top 20 
tourist destinations in the world.  

Through implementing its ‘Vision 2020’ 
program, the Moroccan government is 
putting in place a range of measures 
designed to ensure that the Kingdom 
will become one of the top 20 touristic 
destinations in the world by 2020. 
Morocco is promoting a development 
policy that focuses on competitiveness, 
sustainability and the development of 
many tourism-related products. The 
country’s stress on maintaining 
international standards in tourism 
infrastructure is a key element in its 
strategy to increase visitor numbers.

Economy overview continued
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ADFD has enjoyed strong relations with 
the Moroccan government since the 
Fund started its development activities 
more than 40 years ago. Bilateral 
relations have been based on the 
common aim of achieving sustainable 
development in all economic sectors. 

ADFD started its activities in Morocco in 
1974, with loans and grants amounting 
to AED7.3 billion to fund 64 projects in 
infrastructure (ports and roads), social 
development, healthcare and housing. 

ADFD’s Activities in Morocco  

Total loans and grants 

AED 7,371 Billion
Total number of projects

64
Sectors 

Transportation,  Healthcare, 
Industrial, Agriculture and 
Water
ADFD loans

AED 1,901 Billion
Number of loan projects

11
Government grants

AED 5,470 Billion
Number of grant projects

53
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ADFD’s Activities in Morocco

Sector distribution of ADFD developmental projects in Jordan

Sector
Number  

of projects Value Percentage

Transportation 11 2,365 32%

Housing 17 1,074 15%

Water 7 738.2 10%

Healthcare 5 423.4 6%

Education 12 360.2 5%

Agriculture 3 200 3%

Power 3 130 2%

Tourism 2 70.4 0%

Industrial 1 67.8 1%

Various sectors 3 1,942 26%

Total 64 7,371 100%

  Transportation 32%
  Housing 15%

 Water 10%

  Heathcare 5%

  Education 6%

 Agriculture 3%

 Power 2%

 Tourism 0%

  Industrial Sector 1%

  Various sectors 26%

32%

26%

3%
2%

15%
5%

10%

6%
1%
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The Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
provided funding for a residential project 
of the Moroccan Ministry of Endowment 
that included three buildings consisting of 
11, 14 and 20 storeys.  

The Moroccan government gives the 
industrial sector top priority due to its 
significant contribution to national GDP. 
ADFD has provided funding to establish 
two factories for spinning fine cotton in 
order to help the government achieve its 
development goals and advance the 
country’s economy. 

Both factories have an annual production 

capacity of 5,200 tons, and they use 
locally-produced cotton. 

The project involved the provision and 
installation of production equipment, 
including upper winches, electricity 
services, air conditioning, and industrial 
security. It also set up a maintenance 
workshop, spare parts store, and other civil 
construction facilities. 

The West Agricultural Plain project aimed 
to improve the well-being of residents, 
achieve self-sufficiency in agricultural 
production, and increase job opportunities 
through utilizing arable land. 

This project led to a transformation from 
rain farming to irrigation in a 45,500 
hectare area north of Rabat city. It 

included the building of irrigation and 
sewage networks, electrical wiring, 
pumping stations, and purchase of 
essential equipment. 

Residential Building for 
the Ministry of 
Endowments
Sector

Housing 
Loan Value 

AED 40 million

Two Fine Cotton 
Factories
Sector

Industry   
Loan Value 

AED 68 million

West Agricultural Plain
Sector

Agriculture   
Loan Value 

AED 40 million

Projects Funded through ADFD’s Loans

The concessionary loans offered by ADFD to Morocco have been designed to assist the achievement of the country’s development goals. 
The loans have covered 11 development projects worth AED1.9 billion, and they have funded projects in infrastructure, healthcare, housing, 
agriculture, industry, transportation, energy and services. 

Below is a summary of these projects:



07

ADFD & Morocco 

The Moroccan government is very keen on 
developing the agricultural sector due to 
its important contribution to the 
development of the country. The 
government utilized ADFD’s loan to 
develop the Al-Haouz Agricultural Area 
and further utilize arable lands to provide 
job opportunities for residents. 

The project aimed to elevate people’s 
lifestyle in the area through increasing 

agricultural production. It also increased 
the production of hydroelectricity and 
provided drinking water to the city of 
Marrakesh. 

The project included building two dams in 
addition to civil works in the irrigation 
network. It also provided mechanical, 
electrical and civil equipment to construct 
a power plant. 

The Port of Tangier is an important project 
that ADFD provided funding for. It is 
Morocco’s main marine gate to the 
Mediterranean Sea and it is located on the 
intersection of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Mediterranean Sea. This strategic location 
has made the Port of Tangier the top 
Moroccan port for travellers and 
international transport. 

The Port of Tangier project was intended 
to establish a special world-class zone for 
economic development that could 
generate new revenues and provide job 
opportunities through attracting 
businesses engaged in exporting to the 

free zones and encouraging Moroccan 
businesses to enter international markets. 

The project included building a deep 
water port 35 kilometers east of Tangier 
city on the Mediterranean Sea. It included 
a 300 meter wide and 16 meter deep 
pathway, in addition to main and 
secondary buffers, a 1,100 meter long and 
15 meter deep dock for containers, and 
other docks for a variety of goods. In 
addition, the project included two traveler 
stations, one special station for oil tankers, 
a special basin for services and fishing, and 
other port management equipment. 

To support the Moroccan government’s 
efforts to improve infrastructure and 
services in the transportation sector, the 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
contributed to funding the Trans-Maghreb 
Motorway Axis, which connects the city of 
Tangier on the Atlantic Ocean to pass 
through many touristic attractions and 
commercial hubs on its way to the eastern 
part of the country.  

The project played a significant role in 
improving transportation services and 

facilitating trade between countries of the 
Greater Maghreb and the rest of 
Mediterranean countries. It also had a 
positive impact on developing northern 
regions in Morocco. 

The project included constructing a 132km 
highway adjacent to the sea that connects 
Al Hoceima and Nador cities. It also 
included constructing bridges, tunnels, 
intersections, and sewage facilities.  

Al-Haouz Agricultural 
Area
Sector

Agriculture 
Loan Value 

AED 97 million

Port of Tangier
Sector

Transportation  
Loan Value 

AED 735 million

Trans-Maghreb 
Motorway Axis 
Sector

Transportation   

Loan Value 

AED 217 million

Projects Funded through ADFD’s Loans continued
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The Ring Road around Settat City is one of 
the important transportation projects for 
which ADFD provided funding in the 
Kingdom of Morocco. It aimed to increase 
the efficiency of transporting goods and 
travellers by road, reduce accidents, save 
time, and revitalize industrial, agricultural 

and tourism sectors in the area. 

The project included constructing a ring 
road around Settat city as the first part of 
the controlled-access highway connecting 
Settat and Marrakesh.  

The Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
provided funding for the Tamkit Dam to 
support the Moroccan economy and boost 
agricultural production through irrigating 
the areas adjacent to the dam. These areas 
are used to grow cereals, vegetables, 
fodder, and support cattle. The project also 
aimed to provide drinking water and 
protect the area from floods.   

The project included constructing a 56 
meter high dam, made from 136,000 cubic 
meters of concrete with a holding capacity 
of 14 million cubic meters of water.  

The Fez-Wujda controlled-access highway 
is a strategic project in the Moroccan 
transportation sector intended to 
contribute to the improvement of services 
in the surrounding areas.  

Funded by ADFD, the 320km highway was 
constructed in only four years. It 
connected eastern areas in Morocco to 

major economic hubs in the country, like 
Fez, Casablanca, Tangier, and Marrakesh, 
while also improving road safety and 
reducing transportation costs. 

Ring Road around 
Settat City
Sector

Transportation  
Loan Value 

AED 70 million

Tamkit Dam
Sector

Agriculture 
Loan Value 

AED 62 million

Controlled-Access 
Highway between Fez 
and Wujda
Sector

Transportation 
Loan Value 

AED 154 million

Projects Funded through ADFD’s Loans continued
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With the intention of improving 
transportation services, the Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Development contributed to 
funding a high-speed train project which 
was highly competitive in terms of quality, 
safety and speed. The project supported 
high demand at the Tanger-Med Port, and 
it also facilitated the movement of goods 
and travelers. 

The train reduces travelling time from 5 to 
2.5 hours and helps support economic 
growth through doubling the movement 
of containers and increasing the annual 
number of travelers to from three million 
to 10 million. 

The project included establishing the first 
phase of the 320km/hr high-speed train 
track between the cities of Tangier and 
Kenitra (for 200 kilometers), and 
connecting it to the current railway 
network. It also provided railway 
equipment, civil works to prepare the 
current railway gates, building facilities in 
the Tangier and Kenitra stations, self-
propelled railcars, and a train-maintenance 
workshop in Tangier. 

High Speed Train
Sector

Transportation  
Loan Value 

AED 367 million

Projects Funded through ADFD’s Loans continued
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Reflecting the good relations between the UAE and Morocco, the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development continued managing the grants 
offered by the UAE to the Kingdom of Morocco over the past few years. 

The UAE-funded projects focused on supporting development activities in Morocco and establishing strategic projects that facilitate 
social and economic development. The grants funded 53 projects with a total value of AED 5,4 billion (US$1.50 billion). 

The UAE allocated an AED4.6 billion (US$1.25 billion) grant in 2013 to Morocco as part of the US$5 billion grant that was approved 
during a GCC summit. The UAE government commissioned ADFD to manage this grant, which provided funding for vital projects that 
help accelerate economic development in Morocco.

ADFD & Morocco 

The healthcare sector is one of the 
Moroccan government’s top priorities. In 
order to support improvements in this 
sector, a rural hospital was built through a 
UAE grant that was managed by ADFD. 

The project included building and 
equipping a 35 bed hospital, within which 
15 beds were specified for general medical 
purposes, 10 beds for gynecology, 5 for 
pediatrics, and 5 for regular checks. It also 

provided medical equipment, furniture, a 
service car, two ambulance cars, and 
housing for staff and physicians. 

The rural electricity project in Wujda 
region provided power with the aim of 
improving the quality of life for local 
residents. 

The project included installing a 22 kilovolt 
main power line that stretched for 60 
kilometers. It also provided for the 
construction of 220 volt power networks 
inside the selected villages.

Funded by a UAE grant and managed by 
ADFD, the residential project provided 
housing for residents in the Moroccan city 
of Oujda. The project included building 
215 residential units in six different 
locations in Oujda. The units were divided 
into rural and urban units with an area 
ranging between 90 and 150 square 
meters. 

Awtat Al-Haj Hospital
Sector

Healthcare   
Grant Value 

AED 9 million

Rural Electricity in 
Wujda Region
Sector

Electricity and Energy  
Grant Value 

AED 8 million

Residential Units in City 
of Oujda
Sector

Housing    
Grant Value 

AED 18 million

Managing government grants
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The project aimed to provide water for 
drinking and irrigation, increase the 
efficiency of dams supplying agricultural 
projects with irrigation water, and secure 
drinking water for adjacent areas.

A UAE grant was used to build the Wadi 
Muluya Bridge in the Boulemane Province 
in order to improve the transportation 
sector and facilitate the movement of 
goods and travelers. 

The project aimed to connect Awtat Al-Haj 
town to the Boulemane Provine. It 
included building a 180 meter long and 11 
meter wide bridge, in addition to 
providing 900 meters of entrances on each 

side and improving the 801 meter long 
road leading to the highway.

Importing Equipment 
to Build Dams
Sector

Water  
Grant Value 

AED 8 million

Wadi Muluya Bridge in 
Boulemane Province
Sector

Transportation   
Grant Value 

AED 12 million

Managing government grants continued

The Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
managed a UAE grant that provided 
funding for dams in the Wujda region. This 
project was very important for 
accelerating agricultural production, 
protecting the area from flooding, 
supplying groundwater, and also 
providing water for other purposes. 

The project included eight dams in the 
Wujda region, of which four were stone 
dams, and four were terrain dams. The 
lakes behind these dams ranged in size 
from 20,000 to 240,000 cubic meters of 
water. 

Dams in Wujda Region
Sector

Water 
Grant Value 

AED 14 million
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The project included four dams: Al Douis 
Dam, Raknat Al-Naam Dam, Sahb Al-Khyat 
Dam, and Wadi Al-Namus Dam. 

Dams in Bouarfa and 
Figuig
Sector

Water   
Grant Value 

AED 35 million

Managing government grants continued

The UAE offered a grant to fund the 
construction of a medical center in Mrija 
and a hospital in the Wujda region that 
would provide proper healthcare services 
in the area. 

The Wujda Hospital is located six km away 
from Wujda city and includes 60 beds with 
a lobby, outpatient clinic, a pharmacy, 
operation room and other services. 

The medical center in Mrija includes a 
lobby, a medical clinic, a delivery room, a 
lab, and a pharmacy. 

Wujda Hospital and 
Medical Center in Mrija
Sector

Healthcare  
Grant Value 

AED 14 million

ADFD managed a project to build 40 rural 
residential units in Wujda to alleviate the 
suffering of people living in this area

40 Additional Houses in 
Wujda
Sector

Housing 
Grant Value 

AED 4 million
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The Sheikh Zayed Hospital in Rabat was 
established under a UAE grant that was 
managed by ADFD. It is a specialized 
hospital with 235 beds and all the 
necessary support facilities. The hospital 
contributes to improving health services in 
the country and provides world-class 
healthcare services.

Sheikh Zayed Hospital 
in Rabat 
Sector

Healthcare  
Grant Value 

AED 158 million

Managing government grants continued

The UAE funded a project to build 100 
houses and a mosque in Wujda city, and 30 
houses and a mosque in Rabat

Houses in Wujda and 
Rabat 
Sector

Housing  
Grant Value 

AED 9 million

In an effort to provide proper housing to 
residents of Casablanca, the project 
provided housing units for 630 employees 
of the Ministry of Interior who were living 
in Casablanca.

Residential Units in 
Casablanca
Sector

Housing  
Grant Value 

AED 62 million
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Managing government grants continued

The UAE grant, which was managed by 
ADFD, was designed to assist the 
Moroccan government in developing the 
Port of Tangier and improving its 
operational facilities. The project included 
building a multi-purpose port that would 
contain a deep berth for large ships and 
several docks for containers, goods & 
travelers.  
The Tanager-Med Port contributed to a 
comprehensive development of the city of 
Tangier and adjoining areas in the north of 
the country. Over 3,000 employees work in 

the port, and it has provided 50,000 job 
opportunities in nearby industrial areas 
which are directly related to its activities. 

The port is an important facility thanks to 
Tangier’s importance as a large industrial 
and commercial hub. The city is 
strategically located at the intersection of 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean 
Sea. The port connects Morocco to many 
European and international ports and can 
offer a container handling rate of over 
three million containers annually.

Port of Tangier 
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 367 million

Funded by the UAE, the project provided 
revenues for the Hassan II Mosque in 
Casablanca and the Sheikh Zayed Hospital 
in Rabat. A 2,954 square meter area of land 
was allocated to construct a building to be 
used for car parking. 

Commercial Building 
in Casablanca 
Sector

Housing   
Grant Value 

AED 81  thousand

The project’s objective was to provide 
financial resources to operate the hospital, 
which offers various medical services to 
Moroccans.

Supporting and 
Operating Sheikh Zayed 
Hospital in Rabat
Sector

Healthcare   
Grant Value 

AED 4 million
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Tin houses and slums are generally among 
the most challenging issues facing world 
cities. They usually lack any good housing 
components and often hinder urban 
progress. 

Through two grants offered by the UAE, 
the Moroccan government sought to build 

residential units to house people living in 
tin houses and prepare the area for 
re-planning. This has reflected positively 
on the area’s economy, attracted 
investments and businesses, and provided 
further job opportunities. Located in Asilah 
city, the project involved the building of 
400 residential units.

Asilah city is known regionally and 
internationally as an art and culture hub 
thanks to its annual festival that attracts 
many artists and cultural personalities. 

As part of its continuous support to the 
Kingdom of Morocco, the UAE government 
provided funding for the establishment of 
a bus station in the city to ease movement 
of tourists and residents. Despite the large 

number of visitors, the city did not have a 
public bus station. That is why the 
establishment of a bus station in the city 
would also enhance infrastructure for the 
tourism sector. 

The project included building a major bus 
station with stores, restaurants, a service 
center, a mosque, public facilities, parking 
lot, and other services

Residential Units in 
Asilah 
Sector

Housing  
Grant Value 

AED 37 million

Bus Station in Asilah 
City
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 8 million

Managing government grants continued

For Morocco, tourism is a strategic sector 
and contributes significantly to the 
national economy. The UAE provided a 
grant to establish a cultural monument in 
which works of art could be presented and 
showcased to visitors from all over the 
world. The project included constructing 
showrooms, administration and service 
buildings, in addition to parking lots and 
other facilities.

Asilah Museum
Sector

Tourism   
Grant Value 

AED 13 million
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The transportation sector is of utmost 
importance to the Moroccan government, 
especially when it comes to developing 
marine ports. The UAE grant was intended 
to develop and rehabilitate the Port of 
Casablanca in order to increase traffic. The 
project also included a 4km road to allow 
trucks into Ain Al-Sabaa industrial area and 
the logistical area in Zanatah. 

Ports play a vital role in boosting the 
process of development in Morocco 
through facilitating imports and exports 
for different sectors. 

Funded by a UAE grant, the development 
project for the Port of Mohammedia 
complements the Moroccan government’s 
efforts to advance the country’s 

infrastructure. The project included 
financing and developing a petrol station 
and a dock for ships.

The UAE provided funding to build a new 
railway station in Casablanca with bigger 
capacities and better services. This comes 
within the efforts to increase the 
connectivity between Moroccan cities and 
organize train traffic. 

Dveleoping and 
Rehabilitating the Port 
of Casablanca  
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 282 million

Developing the Port of 
Mohammedia 
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 42 million

Building a Railway 
Station in Casablanca
Sector

Transportation  
Grant Value 

AED 112 million

Managing government grants continued
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As part of the Moroccan government’s 
efforts to improve the water sector and 
modernize water supply networks, and 
thanks to a grant offered by the UAE, a 
project was implemented to provide 
Boujdour city with desalinated drinking 
water, through the construction of a 4km 
channel to transfer water, a 2km channel 
for processed water, and a water storage 
tank.

A UAE grant managed by ADFD 
contributed to establishing a water 
processing plant in Khouribga city. The 
project also included a pumping station 
and a 6km channel in order to improve the 
quality of drinking water in the city

In line with its commitment to support 
social and economic development in 
Morocco, the UAE provided funding to 
secure drinking water to Dakhla city. This 
funding was part of a GCC grant to 
Morocco. The project aimed to boost 
Dakhla’s water supplies through 
maintaining the old processing plant and 
building a new desalination plant. 

Providing Boujdour City 
with Drinking Water 
Sector

Water  
Grant Value 

AED 35 million

Providing Khouribga 
City with Drinking 
Water  
Sector

Water  
Grant Value 

AED 89 million

Providing Drinking 
Water to Dakhla City
Sector

Water   
Grant Value 

AED 56 million

Managing government grants continued
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The project was intended to improve 
power supply to industrial establishments. 
It also sought to transfer and expand 
electrical transmission networks in order 
to reduce the negative impacts of these 
establishments on the local environment. 

Energy is among the major sectors that the 
Moroccan government is seeking to 
advance as part of its efforts to achieve its 
sustainable development ambitions. To 
help with this aim, the UAE provided grant 
funding to rehabilitate power stations in 
seven Moroccan cities: Jerada, 
Mohammedia, Kenitra, Laayoune, Agadir, 
Tan-Tan, and Dakhla. The objective was to 
ensure a reliable source of power supply 
and strike a balance between supply and 

demand in Moroccan cities. 

The project also included rehabilitating 
production lines in thermal power stations 
in Jerada, Mohammedia and Kenitra cities, 
and rehabilitating gas turbine power 
plants and diesel plants in Laayoune, 
Agadir, Tan-Tan, and Dakhla. 

Transferring and 
Expanding Electrical 
Transmission Networks 
in Moroccan Cities
Sector

Energy and Electricity  
Loan Value 

AED 15 million

Power Generation 
Projects in Moroccan 
Cities
Sector

Energy and Electricity   
Loan Value 

AED 107 million

Managing government grants continued

One of the most important strategic 
projects in the Moroccan water and 
irrigation sector is Khroub Dam, which 
provides water for drinking and irrigation 
to residents in Tangier and Asilah. The dam 
was constructed near the city of Tangier to 
capture and conserve rain water and water 
flowing from nearby valleys. 

The project included building a 60 meter 
high dam with a 200 million cubic meter 
capacity. It was funded by a UAE 
government grant and managed by ADFD 
in cooperation with the Moroccan 
government. 

Khroub Dam
Sector

Water  
Grant Value 

AED 501 million
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This project, funded by the UAE 
government, aimed to build and expand 
three on-campus residences for the female 
university campus in Agadir city, the Susi 
university campus in Rabat, and Agadir 
city’s university campus. 

Developing education is a key requirement 
in Morocco and falls under the social and 
economic development plans that the 
Moroccan government is seeking to 
implement. 

As part of the Gulf Development Fund’s 
grant to Morocco, the UAE allocated 
funding to support the education sector in 
the country through building vocational 
training institutes, building and expanding 
college campuses, and building and 
equipping a medicine & pharmacy college.  

The project aimed to build and equip 13 
institutes in several Moroccan cities, 
including four institutes specialized in 
logistical supplies and transportation, one 
institute specialized in plane equipment 
and airport logistical equipment, a 
vocational school for construction and 
general works, two institutes for 
offshoring, a specialized institute in food 
industries, and the expansion of an 
existing vocational center. 

Building and Expanding 
Three On-campus 
Residences
Sector

Education    
Grant Value 

AED 15 million

Building and Equipping 
Vocational Training 
Institutes
Sector

Education      
Grant Value 

AED 277 million

Managing government grants continued

A UAE government grant designed to 
support Morocco in equipping a 
comprehensive specialized hospital in the 
city of Marrakesh. The Mohammed VI 
University Hospital in Marrakesh is a 916 
bed hospital stretching over an 8.8 hectare 
area. 

The first section of this advanced medical 
complex consists of a 247 bed maternity 
and pediatrics hospital stretching over a 
20,260 square meter area, while the 
second section consists of a 585 bed 
specialized hospital and an 84 bed hospital 
for tumor treatment. 

Equipping a Specialized 
Hosptial at Mohammed 
VI University Hospital in 
Marrakech
Sector

Healthcare  
Grant Value 

AED 239 million
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The establishment of a medicine and 
pharmacy college in Tangier was part of an 
initiative seeking to develop science 
specialties in the education sector. The 
overall aim of the project is to provide the 
required skilled specialists in medicine and 
pharmacy and support the medical sector 
in Morocco. 

The housing sector took a considerable 
share of the UAE’s contribution within the 
Gulf Development Fund’s grant to 
Morocco. The UAE allocated AED830 
million (US$226 million) to build 398,700 
housing units in major Moroccan cities. 
This grant provided a strong momentum 
to the Moroccan government’s efforts to 
enhance the well-being of Moroccans.  

Implemented in six Moroccan cities, the 
project provides houses for hundreds of 
thousands of low-income people. It 
comprises 108,000 housing units in 
Marrakesh, 42,800 units in Casablanca, 
91,000 units in Fès-Boulemane, 41,800 
units in the Oriental region, 58,800 units in 
Tangier-Tetouan, and 56,300 units in 
Meknes. 

Establishing a 
Pharmacy and Medicine 
College in Tangier 
Sector

Education    
Grant Value 

AED 63 million

Housing Project in Six 
Moroccan Cities
Sector

Housing    
Grant Value 

AED 830 million

Managing government grants continued
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About the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development

Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) was established back in July 15, 1971, as an independent subsidiary of Abu Dhabi Government, 
responsible for managing foreign aid. Over the years, it has established its position among the top development aid organizations 
worldwide. 

Since its establishment, ADFD has played an important role in advancing economic development in beneficiary countries by providing 
concessionary loans that enable these countries to surmount challenges, address economic problems, and improve  
the living standards of their people.

Over the years, the scope of the Fund’s activities has expanded to also shoulder the responsibility of managing the grants provided by 
the UAE government to finance projects aimed at achieving economic and social growth in developing countries.

The Fund has managed a quantum leap in its financial performance through investments and direct long-term contributions in active 
companies in strategic sectors of the developing countries, along with investing in a variety of financial instruments.


